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Understanding the Imam (AS) is a fundamental component of the
broader process of Imamology, which encompasses diverse dimensions
such as the study of titles. The present research—without a specific
precedent—seeks to strengthen doctrinal knowledge by employing an
analytical text-based method to examine the title Shams al-Shumus
(“Sun of Suns”). The findings indicate that this title is not among the
authentically transmitted epithets and was first employed by Sufis in
reference to the Prophet of Islam (PBUH). In subsequent centuries, the
title was also applied to Imam Ali (AS), Imam Reza (AS), and Imam al-
Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance). Nevertheless, its usage in
connection with Imam Reza (AS) acquired a distinctive status and is
reflected in numerous sources. Although its origin can be traced to Sufi
literature or influences thereof, the title gradually came to occupy a
prominent place in the praise and eulogy of Imam Reza (AS).
Accordingly, Shams al-Shumus has functioned not only as a literary
device to lend rhythm and resonance to descriptions of the Imams (AS),
but also—particularly in the case of Imam Reza (AS)—as one of the
widely recognized conventional titles.

* Corresponding author.
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