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The Wahhabi movement has consistently sought to challenge the
virtues of Amir al-Mu'minin Ali (AS), particularly by criticizing
hadiths that affirm his immediate Imamate. The “Bab Hittah” hadith, as
one such narration, has been accused by Wahhabi scholars of
fabrication and lack of authenticity. This study, employing a
descriptive-analytical approach and a critical method, examines the
Wahhabi objections concerning both the chain of transmission (sanad)
and the textual signification (dalalah) of this hadith. The findings
demonstrate that the hadith is transmitted in reliable Sunni sources, and
its narrators are regarded as trustworthy by numerous prominent
scholars of rijal (biographical evaluation). Moreover, the multiplicity of
transmission chains, the existence of corroborating narrations with
similar meanings (such as the “Bab Madinat al-‘[lm” hadith), and the
explicit recognition of its authenticity by leading Sunni authorities
collectively refute Wahhabi claims of weakness in its chain of
transmission. From the perspective of signification, likening Imam Ali
(AS) to the “Bab Hittah” signifies his designation as the secure path and
the divine condition for attaining repentance, genuine submission, and
forgiveness—not as an automatic mechanism for unconditional
salvation. This concept neither negates individual responsibility nor the
necessity of righteous deeds; rather, it delineates the correct path for
their realization.
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