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Wahhabism The issue of tradition-based attributes (sifar khabariyya),
Ahl al-Hadith especially the attribute of Wajh Allah, has consistently been a central
Tradition-Based Attributes and contested topic in Islamic theological and exegetical discourse.
Wajh Allah Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study conducts a
Names and Attributes comparative examination of the views of Ahl al-Hadith and
Received: 21 December 2025; Wahhabism, and assesses the extent to which Wahhabism remains
Accepted: 08 Tune 2026 faithful to the methodology of the early Ahl al-Hadith in interpreting
Article type: Research Paper the attribute of Wajh Allah. The findings show that, contrary to the
DOL:10.22034/thr.2026.2081619.1163 - yyidespread assumption of a uniform position, Ahl al-Hadith did not

adopt a single and monolithic approach; rather, their views ranged
from semantic interpretation (fa 'wil), to delegation of meaning
(tafwid), to affirming the attribute without defining its modality. In
the exegeses of the Salaf and leading figures of this tradition, the
dominant tendency was to avoid a literal, bodily understanding of
the term and to reject the implications of anthropomorphism
(tashbih) and embodiment (tajsim). By contrast, Wahhabism
explicitly rejects both ta ‘'wil and tafwid, treating Wajh Allah as a real
and intrinsic attribute while affirming an unknown modality; yet, in
analytical terms, this position ultimately entails bodily implications,
despite its explicit denial of anthropomorphism. The study therefore
concludes that Wahhabism’s claim to represent a direct and
complete continuation of the Ahl al-Hadith approach to the
tradition-based attributes is not supported by the Qur’anic and hadith
evidence of the early tradition, and that this movement offers a
distinct reading that departs from the dominant Ahl al-Hadith
position.
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