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The relationship between reason and revelation, and the demarcation of the
domain of each, has long constituted one of the foundational challenges in the
history of Islamic theology, compelling diverse theological schools to
articulate their positions. Within this broader context, Imami theology, in the
course of its historical development, underwent a complex transition from
early interactive models to more elaborate systems of argumentation, and an
analysis of this transition sheds light on the internal dynamics of this tradition.
Employing a historical-analytical genealogical method, the present study seeks
to answer the following central question: what paradigmatic shifts did the
epistemological status of reason and revelation, and the relationship between
them, undergo in Imami theology from the period of the early theologians to
the school of Hillah? The findings show that Imami theological thought was
initially grounded in a model of the “intertwining of reason and revelation,”
derived from the approaches of itharah and tanbih, in which revelation
functioned as the stimulus and educator of reason. The first rupture emerged
with Sharif al-Murtada’s theoretical redefinition of reason as “necessary
knowledge” (al- ‘uliim al-daririyyah), a move that inclined reason toward self-
grounding; this trajectory subsequently gave rise—particularly in the thought
of HimgT al-Razi—to the logical crisis of circularity and infinite regress in the
proof of prophethood. Finally, Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-Tds1, by introducing a
functional distinction between ta‘lim and tanbih, transformed the
epistemological structure of kalam into a linear, two-stage sequence. This
move not only resolved the crisis of circular reasoning in theological
argumentation, but also consolidated the paradigm of the methodological
autonomy of reason while preserving the authority of revelation, thereby
paving the way for the convergence of kalam and philosophy.
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