Journal of Hadith-Theological Researches 4 (1) (2026) 79 — 95

ISSN:2821-2495

Journal of Hadith-Theological
Researches
http://thr.araku.ac.ir

A Hadith-Theological Analysis of the Policy of Prohibiting Hadith
and Its Impact on the Integrity of the Legislative Corpus: The

Case of the Second Caliphate

Shahrbanu Abbaszadeh **, Mohammad Sharifi P

“ PhD Candidate, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, University of Mazandaran, Mazandaran,

Iran

b Associate Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran

KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

Isra tliyyat

Political Actions
Fabrication (Wad )
Prohibition of Hadith
Storytelling (Qisas)

Received: 25 February 2026;
Accepted: 02 July 2026

Article type: Research Paper
DOI: 10.22034/thr.2026.2086566.1177

Hadith constitutes the second foundational source for Islamic
theology and jurisprudence. A critical hadith-theological inquiry
concerns the preservation of the legislative corpus (siyanat al-tashri”)
amidst the political maneuvers initiated during the formative period of
Islam. This study investigates the contentious debate surrounding the
delay in compiling hadith and the enforcement of prohibition policies:
were these measures truly enacted to safeguard the Quran, as often
claimed in traditional apologetics, or did they serve political objectives?
While previous scholarship has frequently attributed the rise of
fabricated narrations to the emergence of deviant sects, this research
posits that the institutionalization of forgery was, in fact, a consequence
of political actions undertaken during the era of the Second Caliph.
Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method, this article examines the dual
and contradictory nature of these policies—specifically, the absolute
prohibition of transmitting and recording hadith under the slogan “The
Book of Allah is sufficient for us” (hasbuna kitab Allah), enforced
through coercive and violent measures against narrators, contrasted
with the simultaneous promotion of storytellers from the People of the
Book. The findings demonstrate that this approach not only eroded a
significant portion of the Prophetic tradition (Sunnah) and replaced it
with fabricated accounts and Isra ‘iliyyat, but also marginalized the Ahl
al-Bayt (AS) as the primary scholarly authorities. Ultimately, this
deprivation of authentic interpretation accelerated sectarian and
theological divergences, exerting a direct, detrimental influence on
Islamic theology, particularly regarding the concepts of divine justice
and the Imamate.
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