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KEYWORDS ABSTRACT
Conlflicting Evidence The post-martyrdom fate of the immaculate bodies of the Infallibles
Textual Criticism (AS) constitutes a delicate theological subject, marked by an apparent
Elevation of the Bodies conflict in the hadith corpus. On one hand, a narratively authentic
Elemental Body tradition (sahih) reports the elevation (raf”) of their elemental bodies
Israelite Narrations three days post-interment; conversely, robust evidence insists on the
Received: 21 December 2025; corporeal preservation of these bodies within the earth. Employing a
Accepted: 08 July 2026 .. . . .. .
descriptive-analytical method with a critical approach, this study
Article type: Research Paper evaluates this conflicting evidence. The central hypothesis posits that
DOL: 10.22034/thr-2026.2081587.1162 despite its valid chain of transmission, the elevation tradition faces

significant semantic and textual challenges due to its stark contradiction
with superior, more definitive proofs. The most formidable textual
counter-evidence is the authentic tradition found in Man la yahduruhu
al-faqih regarding the pilgrimage (ziyarah) to the shrine of Amir al-
Mu’minin (AS), which attests to the presence of the “bones of Adam”
and the “body of Noah” alongside his own immaculate form. After
establishing the documentary reliability of this account, the article
demonstrates that the elevation tradition conflicts with several widely
accepted (mashhiir) narrations and raises significant rational inquiries;
furthermore, given certain parallels with Christian doctrines, the study
suggests a potential comparison with external models through the lens
of intertextual analysis. The findings indicate that, when applying the
principles of hadith scholarship regarding conflicting evidence—
specifically factors such as frequency, established consensus (shuhrah),
and content coherence—the proofs favoring bodily preservation carry
greater weight than the isolated (wahid) elevation tradition, thereby
necessitating the methodological preference for the former.
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